
	

September 19, 2017 
 
Dear Town School Community: 
 
I am writing to share that after six years I will conclude my tenure as Head of School at Town at 
the end of this school year. There is never a perfect time to leave a place you love, but now is the 
right time for me to focus on the next step in my career, and thanks to the work of many, Town is 
by all measures operating from a position of real strength, poised for new strategic initiatives in 
service of our mission. 
 
The opportunity to be part of a school community truly dedicated to joy, nurture, innovation, 
character development, and excellence in academics for children in nursery through eighth grade 
has been nothing short of amazing. I am especially proud of the work – ranging from facilities 
improvements to the eighth-grade capstone project – that has been accomplished in partnership 
with the administrative team, faculty, staff, and Board over the past five years. I believe that Town 
is well positioned and will continue to occupy a unique and much-needed place in the independent 
school landscape of New York City. 
 
As someone who regularly touts the benefits of community, I feel compelled to thank all the Town 
students, parents, grandparents, and alumni/ae with whom I’ve had the pleasure of working over 
these last several years. Our shared belief in Town’s mission, vision, and values has provided me 
great support and helped make even difficult discussions productive and always focused on what is 
best for children. As I greet our community outside in the mornings (a wonderful part of my job), I 
am continually reminded that the joy our students bring to Town each day and the energy and 
enthusiasm they have for learning is not typical and should not be underestimated in helping them 
thrive in school and in building a foundation for future success. Thank you, also, to the Board of 
Trustees for affording me this opportunity, for their passion for the school and its mission, and for 
their support of me. 
 
Of course, I am deeply appreciative of Town’s outstanding faculty and staff. The spirit of 
collegiality, collaboration, and mission focus are far beyond what I have previously experienced in 
my career, and our students are the clear beneficiaries of the dedication to Town’s mission that our 
faculty and staff embody. From my first encounter with those who commit their working lives to 
Town, I knew that I’d landed in a special place. And over the last five years, there are too many 
stories to recount of the thoughtful approach and transformative impact they bring to Town every 
day. Thank you all for your commitment, leadership, and partnership. 
 
I will depart in June with the knowledge that Town occupies as special a place among independent 
schools as it does in my heart, and knowing that the next Head will inherit a school that is poised 
for even greater things in the future. I am hopeful about what’s next, both for me and for this 
wonderful school. In the meantime, I am looking forward to a joyful, dynamic school year and am 
fully invested in ensuring the success and continued growth of Town throughout 2017-18. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Tony Featherston 
Head of School 
 
 

Anthony G. Featherston IV 
Head of School 


